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Annual Theme:

"Wildest Dreams"

Each year, CWP has a different
theme. The examples in this guide
will use last year's theme, "Heroic
Tales," but you can apply these
writing tips to any theme, including
our upcoming "Wildest Dreams!"
How you use the theme is up to you:
write about a weird dream you had
last night, a character whose dreams
come alive...as long as you are
inspired by the theme, you can write
about almost anything!

What is CWP?
The Child Writing Project (CWP) is a favorite tradition of
Columbus Children's Theatre. Every year, we ask students in
grades K- 8 to write stories based on a theme. Then, out of
hundreds of stories, 15-20 finalists are picked to become
part of a live theatre performance! Professional actors use
props, costumes and even sound effects to bring each story
to life as they travel to perform at schools all over the state.

Get Involved

Are you interested in writing for
CWP? This helpful guide is here to
help you feel confident and excited
about creating your original story! If
your school is not already taking part
in the Child Writing Project, or if
you're just interested in learning
more about CWP, visit
ColumbusChildrensTheatre.org
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Watching the Show
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Ready to see CWP?
Watching a Columbus Children's Theatre touring show is exciting! The Child Writing Project travels
to elementary and middle schools all over Ohio to share the amazing work of young authors.
During a live performance, the actors onstage can see and hear you at the same time you're
seeing and hearing them. That means it's important to be respectful to the actors and other
audience members by having theatre etiquette, or following a polite code of Do's and Don'ts.

Do: Don't:
Be seated on time!
Use the restroom before the
performance
Clap and laugh if you see
something you like!

Get up during the show
Use electronic devices (phones,
music players, games)
Talk to your neighbor during the
show. You might miss something
important onstage!

Think About It: Questions for After the Show
 Every story used the theme, "Heroic Tales," in a
different way. What is a hero? What was heroic about
the characters and events of the show?
 Each actor played many characters. What did the
actors do to show you they were playing someone new?
 A protagonist is a hero, someone the audience should
cheer for. An antagonist is a villain, someone who
stops the hero from achieving their goal. What were
some of your favorite protagonists and antagonists in
the show? What did you like about them?
 Heroes don't always have super powers - sometimes
they're ordinary people who do the right thing. Is there
someone in your life that you think is a hero?

1.

2.

3.

4.

For more information about how

CWP can come to your school, visit

ColumbusChildrensTheatre.org



Guidelines
The Child Writing Project (CWP) is open to any school-age student in grades
Kindergarten through 8th Grade in public, private, or home-schools.
Students can write stories by themselves, with a friend, or as part of a group.

 
Submissions may be a play, story, poem, comic, or any other form of storytelling. 
Stories can be dramatic or comedic, true or fictional, but MUST be original and
connected to the theme, "Wildest Dreams."

 
Stories should be 1-2 pages long, or no more than 3 minutes in length when read aloud. 
Submissions may be neatly hand-written or typed, but must be legible (easy to read). 
Our acting company of 3 actors will play all of the characters - this means that only 3
characters can appear onstage at one time.

Who?

What?

How
?

Originality is very important for the Child Writing Project! 
Students may want to write about characters that are already famous, like those from
Disney or Nickelodeon, but stories with copyrighted characters cannot be chosen as

finalists. Students may use real-life figures from history, like famous artists or inventors,
but we also discourage including any modern celebrities. Show off your most unique ideas!

What makes a great story?
DIALOGUE: CWP is performed by actors, so the most fun stories are ones where the
characters speak a lot. What kinds of interesting conversations can your characters have?
ADJECTIVES: Descriptive words help us imagine how to use costumes and scenery
onstage. Can you picture what your story looks like in your head? Use details to help
others see that same picture when we read your story!
PROBLEM & SOLUTION: Good stories have a beginning, a middle, and an end. Part of
that is introducing a problem for your character, and having them solve it in a way that
makes sense. Stories with interesting problems and creative solutions have a better
chance of being selected.
NEATNESS: Good spelling, grammar, and clear handwriting or typing makes it easy for
readers to understand your story. Try having a teacher or parent check over your story
before you submit it.
FORMAT: Writing in script format is NOT required, but we encourage students to give it a
try! You can include stage directions, entrances and exits, and more fun details.
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STEP 1: Getting Inspired

Sometimes, the hardest part of writing is the act of getting started. It's important
to discover a story idea that you are excited to share! Here are some past winners
of the Child Writing Project sharing what got them inspired to write their stories:

Pete Culver (4th Grade)

"I have always loved super heroes and math, so I decided
to make a math superhero comic. My favorite hobby is
drawing and writing comics. I want to be a comic book
artist when I grow up."
 
Pete's story, "Spectacular Mathematic Man," was
sent to CCT as a comic strip! In the story, Mathematic
Man uses his super strength and super brain to
defend the world "from the dangers of bad math."

"To write my story, I just looked around my classroom. I saw a broom by the
trashcan and wondered what a broom superhero would be like."
 
Kinslee's story, "Mop and Broom," is about a dynamic duo who use their
powers to keep a family's house clean. When the family takes them for
granted, Mop and Broom teach them to "clean up their own mess!"

Kinslee Leach (3rd Grade)

Kevin Nazareth (5th Grade)

"My inspiration was my mother, who helps me by making signs around the house
reminding the last person who leaves to switch off the lights. Sign Man helps

people who need a little support to be successful."
 

Kevin's story, "Sign Man," is about a hero that uses road signs! When people
stop believing in him, Sign Man shows how he keeps people safe.

Lyla Bice (4th Grade)

"We studied Greek history, and I wanted to use a heroic figure in our story."
 
Lyla worked together with her friends Natalie and Bridget to write "History
Turned Upside Down," a story of two students who have to rescue the classic
hero Hercules from an evil wizard...who is also the school librarian!
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STEP 2: Creating Characters

Interesting, creative characters are what make a story exciting. The more details you have about
a character, the more fun they will be to write about! Try creating a Mind Map for a character

you want in your story.
 

A Mind Map helps organize your ideas about a character. Write the character's name in the
middle of a piece of paper. Then, write down details about that character in the space around
their name. In this example, the ideas are grouped into FACTS, RELATIONSHIPS, HOBBIES, and

PERSONALITY. You can use these groups as inspiration, or come up with your own!

Character:

Phebe

Relationships
Her Dad

also a superhero

Best Friend

Callie, a ninja

Worst Enemy

Dr. Tarzan, 

destroys forests

Facts
Age

she is 10

years old
Superpowers

turns into

Flamingo Girl,

a hero who

can fly!

Hobbies

Reading

Helping others

Playing

outside

Hanging out

with friends

Personality

Caring
Brave

Loves nature
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STEP 3: Developing Conflict

Pick an objective for your main character. This is their goal - something that they want
more than anything. In many stories, the main character's goal is to solve a problem using

their creativity, special skills, and sometimes help from others.
 

The character in the previous example, Phebe, appeared in the winning CWP story,
"Adventures with Flamingo Girl." For this next example, we'll take a look at Phebe's goal

and how she deals with conflict.

 

A character objective can be written as an "I want" statement. For Phebe, her objective is
"I want to protect my home!" Now, we can brainstorm different things that create

conflict, or obstacles that stop Phebe from reaching her goal.
 

Brainstorm as many conflicts as you can! What would make an interesting obstacle? Then,
choose a couple of your favorite ideas and come up with solutions for each of them. Once

you have your list of conflicts and resolutions, you can write it out like this:

This is an example of a Story Mountain. You can see obstacles written in red, and
solutions written in green. Each time a new obstacle blocks the main character from their

goal, the mountain gets taller to show the rising action in the story. 
 

The highest part of the mountain is the climax, the most dramatic part of the story when
the problem is at its worst. This is the turning point where the main character figures out
a way to solve the problem! When the problem is finally solved, the mountain ends, and

we can see the journey that the character travels to reach their goal.
 

6



STEP 4: Outlining the Story

Now that we have an action-packed timeline of conflicts and resolutions, it's
time to create an outline. A story outline lists all of the events in order and

gives you an opportunity to add more details.
 

When you're outlining, you can write as much or as little as you want. The
goal is to get creative ideas flowing! The example below is a sample outline of

"Adventures with Flamingo Girl."

EXPOSITION          (the beginning of the story, before the conflict appears)
Phebe is a 10 year-old girl who loves reading, the outdoors, and helping others.
She and her dad are both superheroes. Phebe can transform into a flying hero
called Flamingo Girl.
Dr. Tarzan is an evil-doer who destroys nature for fun.
Phebe is determined to protect her home from danger.

RISING ACTION          (the obstacles that block the hero from their goal)
Dr. Tarzan is destroying the forest, endangering the people and animals in Phebe's
town.

Resolution: Phebe calls her dad to help her stop Dr. Tarzan.
Dr. Tarzan uses a freeze ray to capture Phebe's dad.

Resolution: Phebe runs away to escape Dr. Tarzan so that she can come up
with a new plan.

As long as he can use his freeze ray, Phebe cannot stop Dr. Tarzan.
Resolution: Phebe calls her friend Callie, a ninja, to sneak up on Dr. Tarzan.

CLIMAX        (the most dramatic moment, when the problem gets solved!)
Phebe and Callie find Dr. Tarzan. Phebe distracts him while Callie gets behind him,
and uses her ninja skills to help Phebe trap Dr. Tarzan in a net! He is forced to
drop his freeze ray.

FALLING ACTION          (wrapping up the story, tying up any loose ends)
Phebe figures out how to reverse the freeze ray and rescue her dad.
With her dad's help, Phebe can take Dr. Tarzan to jail.

RESOLUTION              (how the story ends)
Phebe has reached her goal of protecting her town! But Dr. Tarzan promises he'll
escape and win next time...
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STEP 5: Writing a Draft

Once you've done the Mind Map, Story Mountain, and Outlining exercises, you're ready to
create your rough draft. Don't worry about writing the story perfectly - a rough draft is allowed

to have mistakes! Once you're finished, have a teacher or parent read your story and give
you suggestions on how you can improve it. Then, you're ready to write your final draft.

 
Below is the final draft of "Adventures with Flamingo Girl." Some parts are written like a script,

and other parts like a story. You are free to write your own story however you like! 

On the outside, Phebe appears to be a typical 10 year-old girl who loves to hang out with her friends,
read, and loves nature, especially flamingos. But what most people don't know is that she is a
superhero, just like her parents. When there is trouble. Phebe transforms into a beautiful, pink,
feathery superhero: Flamingo Girl! Today's adventure takes us to an early Saturday morning where
Flamingo Girl just helped a boy get his stuck cat out of a tall tree.
     Local Boy: Thank you for flying up the tree to save my cat, Peaches!
     Flamingo Girl: You're welcome! Helping people can be hard work, but I love being able to use my
super powers to help people in my community.
While Flamingo Girl talked to the local boy, the ground began to shake. She knew it had to be Dr. Tarzan
up to no good. Phebe looked over at the park and saw Dr. Tarzan with a machine that was destroying
the trees! Phebe knew she needed help. She called her dad to tell him to meet her at the park to stop
Dr. Tarzan. He came as fast as he could.
     Dr. Tarzan: Seriously? I can't have any fun while Flamingo Girl and her dad live here. I really should
      move somewhere with no super heroes.
     Flamingo Girl: Yup, sounds like a good idea to me Dr. Tarzan. Why are you destroying the trees?
     Dr. Tarzan: Because while there are trees then I can't have any fun!
Dr. Tarzan then used a freeze ray on Flamingo Girl's dad. He was stuck frozen! Flamingo Girl stopped in
her tracks and ran from Dr. Tarzan and the park. She called her best friend, Callie who had ninja skills.
     Callie: Hello?
     Flamingo Girl: Callie, I need your help! Meet me at my house now!
When Callie showed up, Phebe shared everything evil that Dr. Tarzan did.
     Flamingo Girl: We need to stop Dr. Tarzan and save my dad without getting frozen, too.
     Callie: Let's go. I've been practicing new ninja moves that can take that Dr. Tarzan down.
Flamingo Girl and Callie returned to the park. Callie studied Dr. Tarzan and was able to ninja creep up
on him and take him down. Flamingo Girl dropped a net to capture him. Then, Flamingo Girl found the
reverse button on the freeze ray to thaw out her dad. They all took Dr. Tarzan to the police department
and lived happily ever after.
     Dr. Tarzan: But I'll get you next time, Flamingo Girl!

Adventures with Flamingo Girl

by Kaylee Weatherby (3rd Grade)
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Final Step: Submit Your Work!

After you've finished your first draft and had a parent or teacher review it, it's time to make
your final edits. Check over the spelling, grammar, and any parts of the story that you'd like to

change or give more detail. Once your edits are finished, you have a final draft that you are
ready to submit to the Child Writing Project!

 
At the top of the first page, or on a cover page, make sure that you include all of these:

 
 An exciting, original title for your story

 Your first and last name (if you wrote with a group, write their names too) 

 Your grade and age (if you wrote with a group, write their grades and

ages)

 The name of your school, your school's address, and phone number

 The name of your teacher and their email address

 
All this information is very important, because it will let CCT tell you if you have won!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
 

                 By Mail:

Columbus Children's Theatre, Child Writing Project

177 East Naghten Street   Columbus, Ohio 43215

                 By E-mail:

CWP@ColumbusChildrensTheatre.org

**Please send all stories as PDF documents**

Before You Submit:

How to Send Your Story:
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*** CCT asks that stories be submitted in bulk whenever possible. If multiple
people at your school are submitting stories, please send them together! ***

Questions? We are here to help!

CWP@ColumbusChildrensTheatre.org

614-224-6673   ext 3221



Author's Checklist
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Ready to make sure your writing is the best it can be? This helpful

checklist puts all the submission requirements and tips for the Child

Writing Project in one place for you to check off as you go.

Good luck, and happy writing!

I did pre-writing activities (Mind Map, Story Mountain)

 

I wrote at least one rough draft

 

I asked someone else to read my story and give me suggestions

 

My story uses plenty of adjectives (descriptive words)

 

My main character has an objective (a goal they want)

 

My main character deals with conflict

 

My story never has more than 3 characters in one scene

 

My story has dialogue (characters talking to each other)

 

My story has a clear ending that makes sense

 

My story is typed or handwritten neatly

 

My story is not longer than 2 pages, or 3 minutes when read

aloud

 

I like my story!

 

 

 

 


