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Why A Study Guide?
Welcome to Pete The Cat! Within our study guide 

you will find helpful tips to prepare your students to 

experience and talk about the performance. Use this 

guide to:

Introduce students to theatre etiquette 

Introduce students to the roles of a theatrical production

Share insider knowledge about the world of the show 

Explore themes of Pete The Cat 

Further discuss the show after seeing a performance 

Connect Pete The Cat to your classroom curriculum across a 

number of subject areas

Dive into further readings to learn even more! 

For more information about Columbus Children's Theatre and how 

we inspire, enrich and empower the imaginations of children and 

their families through live theatre and theatre education, visit our 

website at www.columbuschildrenstheatre.org

Based on the bestselling book series, Pete The Cat makes his way 

to the stage in this hilarious, music-filled adventure. When Pete 

moves in with the totally square and normal Biddle family, he soon 

shakes their world with his smooth and cool moves. Everyone soon 

comes to love Pete's rocking and rolling, except for Jimmy, one of 

the most organized 2nd graders ever! But when Jimmy needs help 

on an art project, Pete is there to help him totally conquer second 

grade art. Pete The Cat is a heartwarming story about music, art, 

and friendship.
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Theatre Etiquette
Theatre etiquette is a simple set of rules to help 

audience members fully enjoy the show, and for 

actors and the backstage crew to safely perform their 

work for you! Here are some important elements of theatre 

etiquette at CCT:

Arrive on time 

For the safety of the actors and the audience, please stay 

seated for the performance

Visit the restroom before the performance begins 

The use of electronic devices (other than access devices), is 

strictly prohibited

Please do not talk to your neighbor during the performance

If you like something that you see, you may clap or laugh - it 

shows the actors that you like what they are doing!

Suggested Reading
Pete The Cat: Rock on, Mom and Dad! 

By, James Dean 

Grades: Pre-K - 2

Beautiful Oops! 

By, Barney Saltzberg 

Grades: Pre-K - 5

Lola Gets a Cat 

By, Anna McQuinn 

Grades: 1-3

Theatre Location 
The Park Street Theatre 

512 Park St 

Columbus 43215

Before The 

Show



Who Is Involved In A 

Theatrical Production? 
Performances at Columbus Children's Theatre are the result 

of groups of people working together. Many people know and 

understand what actors are - the people on the stage telling the story. But did 

you know that there are more people working hard "behind-the-scenes" to 

make the performance happen? Below are just a few of those people.

The Director:
Responsible for the overall concept of the show - they guide a vision to create a world 

on stage in which the show may exist.

Works with the actors to help them interpret their characters and move on stage. 

Works closely with designers in planning the sounds, lights, scenery, costumes, props - 

basically, everything you see on the stage.

The Choreographer:
Directs the dances onstage. 

Design dance moves that help tell the story of a musical 

Teaches the dances to the actors 

The Designers:
Work with the director and with each other to create the look of the lights, scenery, 

costumes, make-up, sound and special effects. They make the world on stage come to 

life. 

The Stage Manager:
Organizes every aspect of the production - schedules, resources and communications. 

In charge of making everything run smoothly from rehearsal to performance. 

Guarantees the same great performance every single time, whether you attend a show 

during the school day, or with your family in the evening or on the weekend.

The Crew:
There are a lot of different crew people. Some help build the scenery, costumes, and 

props you see on the stage, and some are working backstage during the show 

helping actors change costumes, moving pieces of scenery on and off, or operating 

the lights and sound. 

The Cast:
The Cast is what we call all of the actors who are on stage performing the 

characters in front of the audience. 

The Audience:
This is where you come in! The show you see would not exist without you. The hard 

work everyone puts in to create a show is all meant to share a story with you. 

Putting On 

The Show



Who Are The Characters?

As described in the Pete The Cat script given to all 

actors, directors, and designers:

Pete The Cat: A very zen rocking cat who lives in a VW Bus. He 

goes with the flow.

Jimmy Biddle: A very put-together second grader. He likes to 

prepare and tends to overthink things.

Olive Biddle: His rambunctious sister. Pre-K. She just loves 

everyone and everything.

Mom: Jimmy’s nervous mom. Secretly, a rock star.

Dad: Jimmy’s nervous dad. Secretly, a rock star.

Others: Grumpy Toad, Mrs. Creech, a Shark, the Mona Lisa, Gus 

the Platypus, Barnaby (a student), Cat-catcher, Eloise (a 

student), Astronaut. 

Characters



Themes from Pete The Cat:

Friendship:

Pete the Cat helps Jimmy realize that he is able to 

create the “best, most beautiful painting” by taking him 

on an adventure. Even though Jimmy was apprehensive and didn’t 

think he could do it, Pete the Cat was there to offer him 

encouragement and remind him that he had the ability all along.

Bravery:

Pete the Cat had to be brave when he was sentenced to be a 

house cat for one week. Jimmy has to be brave when he must tell 

his parents that he copied off of someone at school. You must be 

brave, even when it’s scary and you don’t know how things will 

turn out, because things almost always turn out for the best in the 

end.

Family:

Family comes in all different shapes and sizes, and even though 

Pete the Cat didn’t think he needed a family, he finds that he loves 

the Biddles and the home they have created. He has his own family 

with his friends as well. 

Themes



What's Next?
Use these questions to spark conversation on the 

way back to school from the theatre, in your 

classroom the next day, or as writing prompts for students' journals!

What do you think it was like for Pete the Cat to become an 

“indoor” cat for the first time? Do you think he was scared or 

excited?

Do you have any pets? Do you remember what it was like when 

your pet came home the first time?

Do you think Jimmy was wrong to copy in art class? Why do 

you think he copied off of his friend instead of just making his 

own painting?

Do you play any musical instruments? If so, which ones?

Describe a fun adventure you had with your family or friends. 

 

Questions



Activity Time!
Use these activities with your students to deepen 

their understanding of the story, and to add 

enrichment across content areas!

Create Your Own Work of Art!

In the story, Jimmy Biddle must create a new painting after he is 

caught copying from a friend. He decides that it must be the 

"Best, Most Beautiful" painting, so he goes on an adventure with  

Pete The Cat to get inspiration. Using this story, or one that your 

class comes up with, create your own "Best, Most Beautiful"  

painting to hang in your classroom.

Materials Needed:

Large Piece of Paper/Poster Board/Canvas

Paint Brushes

Tempera Paints (or any washable paints)

Glitter, Feathers, Buttons, Sequins, Stickers, etc

Glue

Drop cloth or newspaper for easy clean up

Activities



Activities

Pete The Cat Groovy Word Search

Print this page for your students and have them find 

all of the words in this fun Pete The Cat Groovy Word 

Search! For more amazing  activities, check out 

 http://www.petethecatbooks.com/activities/

http://www.petethecatbooks.com/activities/


Activities

Pete The Cat Word Scramble

Use the sheet below to have your students un- 

scramble the words and help Pete The Cat figure 

out how he is feeling!

We Will See 

You At The 

Theatre!


