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Why A Study Guide?

Welcome to the wonderful world of Dracula! Within our study guide 

you will find helpful tips to prepare your students to experience and 

talk about the performance. Use this guide to:

Introduce students to theatre etiquette 

Introduce students to the roles of a theatrical production

Share insider knowledge about the world of the show 

Explore themes of Dracula 

Further discuss the show after seeing a performance 

Connect Dracula to your classroom curriculum across a 

number of subject areas

Dive into further readings to learn even more! 

For more information about Columbus Children's Theatre and how 

we inspire, enrich and empower the imaginations of children and 

their families through live theatre and theatre education, visit our 

website at www.columbuschildrenstheatre.org

About Dracula
Get ready for the classic, sinister tale that will be sure to make 

your blood run cold. When young London lawyer Jonathan Harker 

returns home after his trip from the Transylvanian countryside, he 

soon finds he's brought home with him more than just his 

suitcase. In this tale, our heroes must hunt down and stop Dracula 

before he turns all of London into vampires!
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Theatre Etiquette

Theatre etiquette is a simple set of rules to help audience 

members fully enjoy the show, and for actors and the backstage 

crew to safely perform their work for you! Here are some 

important elements of theatre etiquette at CCT:

Arrive on time 

For the safety of the actors and the audience, please stay seated 

for the performance

Visit the restroom before the performance begins 

The use of electronic devices (other than access devices), is 

strictly prohibited

Please do not talk to your neighbor during the performance

If you like something that you see, you may clap or laugh - it 

shows the actors that you like what they are doing!

Suggested Reading

Theatre 

Location

The Park Street Theatre 

512 Park Street 

Columbus, OH 43215

Vampire: The Complete Guide to the World of the Undead 

Dracula: Between Tradition and Modernism 

Manuela Dunn Mascetti. Penguin Books USA, Inc., 1992. 

This intriguing and wonderfully artistic book on vampires 

explores their history and myths, as well as the presence 

of Dracula throughout world history. 

Carol A. Senf. Twayne Publications, 1998. 

Why has the myth of Dracula remained 

popular around the world since Dracula 's 

publication in 1897? This book delves into 

that question and explores Dracula's place 

in history and in the modern world. 
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Who is Involved in a Theatrical 

Production?
Performances at Columbus Children's Theatre are the result of groups of 

people working together. Many people know and understand what an actor 

is - the people on the stage telling the story. But did you know that there 

are more people working hard "behind-the-scenes" to make the 

performance happen? Below are just a few of those people.

The Director:
Responsible for the overall concept of the show - they guide a vision to create a world 

on stage in which the show may exist.

Works with the actors to help them interpret their characters and move on stage. 

Works closely with designers in planning the sounds, lights, scenery, costumes, props 

-basically, everything you see on the stage.

The Designers:
Work with the director and with each other to create the look of the lights, scenery, 

costumes, make-up, sound and special effects. 

They make the world on stage come to life.

The Stage Manager:
Organizes every aspect of the production - schedules, resources and communications. 

In charge of making everything run smoothly from rehearsal to performance. 

Guarantees the same great performance every single time, whether you attend a show 

during the school day, or with your family in the evening or on the weekend.

The Crew:
There are a lot of different crew people. Some help build the scenery, costumes, and 

props you see on the stage, and some are working backstage during the show 

helping actors change costumes, moving pieces of scenery on and off, or operating 

the lights and sound.

The Cast:

The Cast is what we call all of the actors who are on stage performing the characters in 

front of the audience.

The Audience:
This is where you come in! The show you see would not exist without you. The hard 

work everyone puts in to create a show is all meant to share a story with you.

Putting On 

The Show



Who Are The Characters?
Mina - a woman in her early twenties 

Harker - her fiance, a solicitor

Lucy - Mina's friend

Seward - Lucy's suitor, head of a lunatic asylum

Renfield - a madman

Van Helsing - a professor

Dracula - a Count from Transylvania

Others - Waiters, Attendants, Maid, Vixens

Themes 

Secrecy:

There are a lot of secrets in Dracula. Secrets for the sake of safety - will 

Van Helsing's be able to solve the mystery and ensure everyone remains 

safe if he tells his plans? Secrets for the sake of honor and respectability 

- if someone tells you a secret, should you keep it at all costs? Secrets for 

the sake of Science - will they be able to get the results necessary if they 

don't keep their secrets? This theme is seen in almost every character 

relationship presented in Dracula.

Trust:

Who can you trust? Along with the theme of secrecy, trust is a 

consistent topic of conversation. Because Dracula is "all things to all 

people", and he is constantly changing, it's hard for the characters to 

trust each other. 

Good VS Evil:

The theme of Good Vs Evil comes up a lot in Dracula, because Dracula is 

viewed as an Evil force, and everyone working against him is considered  

Good. So what happens to Lucy once she has been bitten? Is she forever 

Evil? Can she change? Although it seems like she can be trusted, once a 

character has been turned to Evil, there is no turning back.

Characters 

& Themes



What's Next?
Use these questions to spark conversation on the way 

back to school from the theatre, in your classroom the 

next day, or as writing prompts for students' journals!

Describe Dracula as a simple tale of good vs evil. Which 

characters or ideas are depicted as "good"? Which ideas 

are depicted as "evil"? 

How do these characters and ideas conflict within the 

story? 

What does Dracula represent to various characters 

within the idea that "Dracula is all things to all people"? 

There were many elements of secrecy in the play - in 

what ways can secrecy be a good thing? 

In what ways is secrecy bad? 

Questions



Classroom Activities

Count Darwin: A Timeline

Note that Dracula has been called a shape-shifter because he 

can change into various animals. Some scholars believe that in 

depicting Dracula as a shape-shifter, Bram Stoker was drawing 

on Charles Darwin's theory of evolution—specifically, the idea 

that all species, including humans, evolved from earlier animals. 

With this idea in mind, work with your students to create an 

illustrated time line that traces Dracula's evolution throughout 

the novel. Label each shape he assumes with a short student- 

composed description.

When the time line is complete, discuss the transformations 

further: 

Do the transformations reflect evolutionary history? That is, 

do the shapes Dracula assumes become more advanced as 

the story progresses? 

Is there some other pattern to Dracula's changes? 

What comment, if any, does Bram Stoker seem to be making 

about evolution? 

Classroom 
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Live from Transylvania: A News Report 

Ask your students to write a radio news report of Dracula's 

death. Direct them to begin their stories with a one-paragraph 

lead that summarizes who, what, where, when, why, and how 

Dracula is killed. 

Each subsequent paragraph in the rest of the report should 

contain descriptive adjectives; students might build these 

paragraphs around details taken directly from the play. 

Encourage students to include interviews of police and 

community leaders as well as of the play's other characters 

who can provide eyewitness testimony—quotations that reflect 

the characters' motivations and biases. They can also include 

reports from England and Transylvania. 

Finally, advise them that to make their news reports balanced, 

they should include what others know or suspect about 

Dracula's own point of view. They might even want to create a 

character to defend and explain Dracula's behavior. 

 

Classroom 

Activities

We can't wait 

to see you at the 

Park Street 

Theatre


